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ever since they had crossed into Europe. So, no sooner
had they become the masters in Constantinople than
they approached their Greek subjects in a spirit of reli-
gious tolerance, which even today seems astonishing in
the semi-savage race, that the Turks of the fifteenth
century undoubtedly were.
This policy of toleration and even of friendship on the
part of the greatest and most intelligent Sultans towards
their Greek and other non-Moslem subjects, has remained
to this day as one of the strongest arguments of such
writers as Pierre LotL And yet the phenomenon is
easily explained by the fact that the Turks, being a race
of soldiers, needed the Greeks and the other Christians
for the other functions of the Empire which could not be
successfully filled by Turks, especially in the early days
of the Ottoman Empire.
Thus we find that out of the five grand viziers or prime
ministers of Sultan Mohammed II, the conqueror of Con-
stantinople, four were Christians, two of them, namely,
Mahmud Pasha and Bum Mehmet Pasha, were Greeks,
and two others, namely, Isak Pasha and Kedid Pasha,
were Albanians. It is a remarkable fact that the suc-
cessors of Mohammed followed this precedent in the
selection of their prime ministers. Thus in the reign of
Solyman, or Suleiman the Magnificent, out of nine grand
viziers, the eight were Christian born, while the total
number of Turkish premiers from 1656 to 1710, who were
mostly of Greek birth, are counted by the dozen. Gradu-
ally the Greek element entered other fields of activity
under the Sultans, a number of them becoming famous
generals, governors, admirals and high officials of the
Empire. It is characteristic that the most famous of all
Turkish naval men, the redoubtable Khaireddin Barbar-
ossa, was a Greek renegade.
It will then be seen that the Greek race played no small
part in strengthening and in shaping the growth of the

